
 
 
November 23 / 24 
Matthew 7:13-29 
“Decision Time” 
 
This weekend marks the end of our 
study through the Sermon on the 
Mount which we started all the way 
back on the first weekend of 
September.  Many in our church have 
followed along with the daily readings 
and devotions we prepared.  Some 
have read through Matthew 5-7 many 
times.  For all of us, this weekend is not 
the end, but merely a new beginning.  
We will return again and again to these 
words of Jesus.  Each day we make 
decisions about which path we will 
take, what kind of fruit our lives will 
bear, and what kind of foundation we 
will build our lives upon. 
 
 
 
 
Sermon Notes: 
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Welcome 
• Introduce anyone new to the group.   
• Ask the opening question:  What are you 

most looking forward to over the last 
five weeks of 2019?  Is there anything 
you are anxious about? 

 
Opening Prayer 
It’s important to begin with prayer.  Pray 
that God would help each person hear 
exactly what they need through your 
time together. 

 
The Future of these Discussion Guides 
The weekly discussion guide that we 
prepare for our small group leaders is 
really meant to serve like training wheels.  
It’s kind of like an “in case of emergency, 
break glass” thing.  If a group gets 
“stuck”, we provide a few back-up 
questions that might be used.  However, 
the beauty of Discovery Bible Study is 
that it’s a simple, reproducible format 
that anybody can do!  The strength of 
DBS is that when we use it, we focus on 
the Word of God and the Spirit of God 
while sharing with the People of God.  In 
some ways, these guides and probably 
more an obstacle to that than a help.  
We’ll be making some changes at the 
beginning of 2020 – more on that in the 
coming weeks! 

 
 
Look Back 

• Over this past week, what is one way 
you saw God move? 

• Is there someone whom you have 
helped take a step toward Jesus?  
Have you shared your story or God’s 
story with someone? 

• Did you follow-through with a step of 
obedience that you shared the last 
time your group met?   



 
 
 
Look Up 

We have decisions to make each and 
every day.  Some decisions have minor 
consequences.  Others are life altering.  
But even the small decisions can add up.  
Decisions determine our habits.  And 
habits determine our character.  And our 
character determines nearly everything 
else!  As Jesus wraps up his sermon, he 
brings us to a point of decision.  It’s really 
a decision about decisions!  He is asking 
us to drive a stake in the ground and 
decide who will be king of our lives.  Will 
we be our own king and live by our own 
standards?  Or will we follow king Jesus?  
Moment by moment, we must decide.  
And how we decide determines how we 
will live and what will be our ultimate 
destiny. 

 
 

• Read Matthew 7:13-29 several times 
together as a group.  

 
 

Did anything catch your attention as 
you read this passage?  What did you 
like? What is challenging or difficult to 
understand?  

 
 

• This passage is all about contrasts.  
What things does Jesus contrast with 
each other as he concludes this 
teaching? 

 
 
 

• What is wide about the wide gate, what 
is narrow about the narrow? 

 
 
 

• One of the challenges of the narrow 
road is that we will be encouraged in 
many ways to take the easier path.  
False prophets may try to pull us from 
the narrow road.  How does Jesus 
define a false prophet and how can we 
identify them? 
 

• What do the two builders have in 
common with each other?  What is 
different about them? 

 
• Do you think the foolish builder 

purposefully chose a bad foundation 
or just wasn’t thinking about the 
foundation at all?  Are there areas of 
your life where you are like the foolish 
builder? 
 

Read the passage again.  What does it 
say about God?  What does it say 
about us? 
 

• What does it say about God that he 
has offered us a gate/road, good fruit 
and a solid foundation? 
 

• Imagine if you were in the crowd – 
how do you think you would have 
responded? 
 
 

Look Ahead 
• Take a few minutes to reflect quietly 

on what you have discussed.  
• How will you obey this passage?  

What is one thing you can do to 
replace anxiety with the things of 
God’s kingdom? 

• What is the name of the person you 
will share this passage with this week? 

• Take a few minutes to pray for one 
another 


